Overview MoneySmart Teaching Units of Work - Secondary

	Mathematics

	Year
	Unit title
	Unit description

	7
	How can we reduce our spending?
	Mia’s family want to spend less on their household expenses, including groceries. Mia’s brother Alex needs a new wheelchair. To get one with some special features costs more than the family can afford at present. They want to save money by buying smart. One way of doing this is to look at savings they can make using comparative shopping. If they put away the money they save each week then by the end of the year they hope to have saved the difference between a basic wheelchair and one with special features. 

In this unit, students examine the concept of comparative shopping in two different contexts—grocery shopping and mobile phone plans. This provides opportunities for mathematical investigation and includes some homework and assessment opportunities.   

By the end of the unit students will have investigated the unit pricing of a variety of grocery items and related these understandings to mobile phone plans. Students will need to understand the use of different measurements, including those related to the comparative size of different data downloads. Students will perform calculations related to mobile calls, messaging and data downloads, based on unit price to ensure that mobile phone costs remain within budget. 

Using the information learnt about reducing spending, students meet with Mia (in a role play) in the Summative Assessment Task recommending three ways in which spending can be reduced using a poster to substantiate the recommendations

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings

Students:

· understand that unit pricing helps consumers make wise choices

· appreciate that understanding of mobile phone plans ensures effective and cost efficient mobile phone use

· mental arithmetic is useful in a range of practical contexts

· appreciate that the unitary method can help us to make comparisons.



	8
	How can we access money overseas?
	Maria’s Japanese language class is going on an excursion to Japan. Among other activities, they will visit the moneyless markets in Kaminoseki, a small town in the Kumage District. These are markets where people exchange items but no money is used. Maria will take some cash with her for her expenses but Maria’s grandmother wants her to be able to access money overseas. This would be especially important if there is an emergency.

Maria’s friends and family are excited about her trip. A few friends have asked her to buy some products for them while she is Japan – but only if the products are cheaper there than in Australia.  Maria is wondering how she can work out the relative prices.

In this unit, students explore the concepts of currency and currency conversion in the context of overseas travel. This context provides opportunities for several mathematical investigations and includes a range of tasks and assessment opportunities.   

By the end of the unit students will have investigated the need for currency, performed currency conversions and performed calculations related to common fees and charges on financial products. In addition, a second task challenges students to work out the advantages and disadvantages of operating in markets that do not use money.

They will conclude the unit by preparing a visual presentation to provide information to people who are preparing to travel overseas.

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings 

Students:

· understand and appreciate the need for currency 

· appreciate the concepts of value and exchange of currencies

· understand the significance of rates, fees and charges when evaluating financial products

· appreciate the need for and safety of cash when travelling.



	9
	How can we obtain more money?
	Alistair and Bonnie are Year 9 students who would like to earn some money. They investigate different ways of earning money including getting a job and then allowing that money to grow by using simple interest. They also investigate the effects of inflation and its influence on decision making around financial goals.

In this unit, students assess the advantages and disadvantages of different ways of obtaining money, including different ways of getting paid. They investigate the number of hours per week that Year 9 students work, perform simple interest calculations, calculate earnings based on rates of pay and commission, and investigate the way that prices change over time.

The unit concludes with students emailing a friend giving them helpful advice on getting a job as well as what to do with the money they earn.

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings 
· Earning money can help to achieve one’s goals

· Managing money wisely can make it grow

· Spreadsheets are useful tools for representing and analysing data
· The accuracy of statistical results is affected by sample size


	10
	Reaching goals: What’s involved?
	Cathy and Dinuka are Year 10 students who are planning to go on a holiday together after they finish school at the end of Year 12. They will need some money to fund their holiday.  Planning for the holiday leads to them to think about financial planning—  goal setting, saving, borrowing, investing, working with compound interest, good and bad credit, depreciation and inflation. 

In this unit students investigate the effects of compound interest, derive the compound interest formula and apply it in a variety of contexts that have implications for financial planning. While this unit doesn’t describe the process of financial planning, the considerations encountered are a pre-requisite for any further work in constructing a financial plan.

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings 

· Setting goals and planning for the future can help us get what we want

· Compound interest can help us reach our goals faster
· The compound interest formula can be applied in a range of financial contexts
· There are risks and rewards involved in borrowing money.


	Science

	Year
	Unit title
	Unit description

	7
	Should I drink bottled water?
	This unit gives students opportunities to develop an understanding of the importance of water for the environment and potable water for human consumption. They will consider water availability and use from an individual, national and international perspective. They will explain the natural processes in the water cycle that enable clean water to be obtained and the processes humans carry out to treat water so that it is potable.  Students will understand the cost of drinking bottled water compared to tap water. The environmental impact of bottled water and factors that impact on consumer choices will be considered. 
Students may be given the opportunity to fundraise for an organisation such as Water Wells for Africa (WWFA), possibly with money saved by drinking water from bubblers or reusable bottles. 

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings 

· Trends in consumer behaviour may be based on personal preferences  rather than scientific evidence of a better product
· Packaging and convenience come with a cost

· Processes in nature purify and store fresh water

· Separation of the components of mixtures is an important application of science



	8
	Light up the Globe!
	This unit will help students make the right choice from the wide range of light globes now available. Their choice will be based on cost, value for money, life span of globe, light output and energy used. Students will gain an understanding of how light output and electricity (energy) consumption are measured. They will use a light meter to compare light emitted from a variety of light globes (e.g. incandescent, fluorescent and halogen). They will then use the consumer information on the light globes to compare the electric power that would be used to run the light globe for 100 hours. The data collected will be processed so that students conclude which light globe is their preferred choice. They will justify their choice by presenting a pamphlet promoting their choice of light globe.

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings 

· Conclusions from science investigations should be based on evidence
· Science understanding can inform  consumer choices 
· Comparing products can help consumers make wise decisions
· Individual consumer choices can  have a positive or negative effect on society


	English

	9
	Could I live 'smaller'?
	Students will explore personal consumer choices and the idea of living small.

They will investigate and research the influences and impact of a consumer society on teenagers' choices and decision making. They will explore concepts of personal consumer choices related to needs and wants, shopping online and ways of living 'small'. Each student will plan, develop, and deliver a multimodal presentation about living small.
Students will engage in the processes of listening, speaking, reading, viewing, writing and creating to enhance and enrich the learning experience.

The unit is designed to address the Year 9 Australian Curriculum: English and National Consumer and Financial Literacy Framework. 

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings 

· consumerism is a powerful aspect of  modern society

· teenagers can be  influenced by consumerism

· persuasive language influences shopping online
· presentations can communicate ideas to influence others

	10
	Teens Talk Money
	In this unit students will research and investigate a range of advice and information about consumer and financial literacy topics. Students will then take part in a simulation producing a TV Talk show for teenagers, Teens Talk Money, to present the results of their research and investigations.
Students will work collaboratively in small groups to present their findings related to part-time employment, buying a car, savings and record keeping. They will examine matters of shopping online and payment. 

Teens Talk Money is an informative, entertaining and fast moving TV talk show for teenagers by teenagers. Students are part of a team that produces the show and ‘broadcast’ it live. They will be allocated roles and responsibilities that parallel those on a real TV Talk Show. The show has interviews, a quiz, panel discussions and expert commentaries. 

The unit is designed to address the Year 10 Australian Curriculum and National Consumer and Financial Literacy Framework. It can be modified depending on the number of students, roles and TV show segments. 

Enduring Understandings/Deep Learnings 

· Personal financial planning is essential
· Online payment options must be secure
· Budgeting is a way to plan for big purchases
· A well planned presentation can communicate ideas and information to others
· Self-reflection is critical for learning


